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THE NEXT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING IS JANUARY 11  
      The meeting will be at 1900 at Guy Schwartzôs office,  Suite 100, 1575 Treat Blvd., Walnut Creek.  

 

Now that weôre back from 

southern Africa, Iôd like to say 

that the other side of the Equa-

tor is very interesting; did you 

know itôs getting to be summer 

in Africa? Mary and I found 

that although the animals were 

very happy to see rain with the 

heat, we found it great to go on 

Game Drives before and after 

it got hot. We were very fortu-

nate to see many animals and 

birds as well as to meet several 

families that live near the 

game reserves, some still liv-

ing the rural, tribal life. We 

also got a better understanding 

of what South African 

apardide was like; from several 

different viewpoints. Lots of 

healing is left to do in that 

Country, but they are getting 

ready to host the World Soccer 

Matches starting June 10, 

2010. Tickets are still avail-

able, but, even now, theyôre 

getting expensive and scarce. 

And I thought hosting the 

Olympics was a big deal! 

 

We did go boating while we 

were there, but in more local 

craft. They do have a lot of 

Catamarans (for you multi-

hullers). Very stable, pontoon 

boats; which is a good thing, 

with all the crocodiles around. 

I also need to correct my 

comment about becoming 

better prepared for PaddleS-

mart teaching. We found 

that in the Okavango Delta, 

the Mokoros (local dugout 

canoes) are poled, instead of 

paddled because the water is 

usually too shallow for a 

paddle. Except where the 

hippos made it deeper; now 

that was exciting! Did you 

know that they are very terri-

torial? Even Mokoros are not 

welcome in their part of the 

pond. Some photos should 

follow in this issue of the 

Meridian. 

I hope you join us at the 

Holiday Party, December 13. 

It will be a great time to visit 

and discuss how your sum-

mer boating went and make 

plans for next year. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First, I want to make a correc-

tion to my comments last 

month. I invited you to let us 

know if you wanted to serve 

your Squadron next year as an 

officer or a member of a com-

mittee, which is still true. 

I also said we needed to select 

a Nominating Committee. 

Well, thatôs not correct, we 

already elected one at our last 

Change of Watch. The Nomi-

nating Committee is: Ralph 

Price, Bob Burget and Gary 

Smith and theyôll be looking 

for Officers for next year. But 

we also need Committee 

members! So, please consider 

becoming more active in our 

Squadron, either as an Officer 

or Committee member; as 

you know, ñmany hands make 

light workò. 
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seminar is $35.00 per person. 

I am just about finished with 

next yearôs schedule. We are go-

ing to offer Weather, either Sea-

manship or Piloting, and Cruise 

Planning, as well as some more 

seminars. There will be no 

classes or seminars during June, 

July and the first part of August. 

The only exception is that we are 

hoping to put on an Americaôs 

Boating Course for the public in 

early June. This course will take 

place over two weekends. 

 

Hopefully everyone enjoyed last 

monthôs boating questions. Now 

see if you can answer the follow-

ing two questions, keeping in 

mind that the simplest gear is 

often the most important. For 

example, line generally falls in 

the simple category, and there 

are many different types of line 

that can be used for many pur-

poses on a boat. 

 

Education Report  

Lt/C Bill Hart,  AP  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our first Radar class will take 

place on Wednesday, December 

2, at 7:00 p.m., and I, for one, am 

looking forward to absorbing 

some of Dave Humphreyôs exten-

sive knowledge about Radar. We 

will be offering the Radar seminar 

again on February 9, 2010, so if 

you canôt make the one in De-

cember, here is your second 

chance! Look for an email an-

nouncement. The cost for the 

1. Tradition states that the only rope 

aboard a ship is the 

A. tow rope 

B. bell rope 

C. anchor rope 

D. conning rope 

 

2. The most basic components of 

line are called 

A. fibers 

B. yarns 

C. strands 

D. braids 

Answers are on the next page... 

 

 

 

In Memoriam  

It is with deep regret that we announce the passing of P/C Jane Komor, AP, 

wife of P/Stf/C Leonard Komor, JN, on November 30, 2009  

 Jane was active in Cooperative Charting and was for many years a Head 

Proctor of the public boating classes offered by the Diablo Sail and Power 

Squadron. Jane was very active in the  USPS Women¬s Auxiliary, before 

women were part of the regular Power Squadrons.  She then became one of the 

first women to be elected to the office of Squadron Commander, as part of the 

Oakland Power Squadron.  With 29 years of USPS service and 26 Merit 

Marks, Jane became a Life Member last year.  

 We all were privileged to know Jane,  and offer condolences to her family and 

friends.  
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Our long time members Bob and 

Nancy Whalen have decided to put 

their boat Scrimshaw on the market. 

If you or someone you know is in-

terested in upgrading to a really 

nice cruising vessel you should 

contact them, a 50ô Ocean. Where 

canôt you go in that? 

 

Our SEO Bill Hart is looking for 

suggestions for classes that you 

would like to take, please contact 

him at your convenience with your 

suggestions. 

 

I just finished reviewing the Merit 

Mark reports for 2009, boy, some 

of you really put in a lot of hours. I 

want you to know that I along with 

the rest of the Bridge really appreci-

ate the great job that you are doing. 

For those newer members in the 

Squadron that would like to earn a 

Merit Mark next year, contact my-

self or any of the Bridge Officers to 

see what jobs are available. You 

arenôt required to put in the 200-

300 hours that some people have 

each year, 3-5 hours a month will 

qualify you.  

 

Weôre still looking for some addi-

tional Vessel Safety Examiners. 

You can study and take the Exam-

iner test online at the National 

Website. Once that is completed 

you will need to perform 5 Proc-

tored VSCôs then you can perform 

them on your own. Five VSCôs 

each year will keep you qualified 

and earn you a merit mark. 

I will leave you now and look for-

ward to seeing you at our Christmas 

Brunch.            

                        Ron 

 

Executive Officerõs  

Report  

L/C Ron Glenn, S  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the time you read this Thanks-

giving will be past and we will be 

rapidly approaching Christmas. 

Itôs hard to believe another year 

has gone by this rapidly.  

 

Last month I mentioned that 

George Duey had reported for sick 

call and had a new hip installed, 

well I saw George last weekend 

and he looked like he was ready to 

go dancing. Our fellow member 

and my friend Willie Hirshman is 

having some medical issues at this 

time, he could use an extra prayer 

from everyone right now. Iôm sure 

Willie would appreciate a card 

when you have time. Stephanie 

Arri is getting around quite well, it 

looks like she headed towards a 

100% recovery from her bought 

with West Nile. 

 

D-25 is getting ready to celebrate 

their 50th Anniversary next month, 

I hope you are able to attend. 

 

Answers from previous page 

1. Tradition states that the only 

rope aboard a ship is the 

 

    A. tow rope 

*   B. bell rope 

    C. anchor rope 

    D. conning rope 

 

2.  The most basic components 

of  line are called 

    A. fibers 

    B. yarns 

*   C. strands 

    D. braids 
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The organization, in recognition 

of his long and valuable service, 

gave him USPS certificate No. 

1.K. So there you have it the Au-

thor of ñThe Bible of Boatingò 

was one of us. What a great refer-

ence book. I plan on reading it 

cover to cover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 One strange effect of 

fall/winter sailing is that the 

winds are calmer and even though 

the temperature is lower, it does-

nôt feel as cold because the wind 

is not blowing as hard. If you 

want to try your hand at some 

asymmetric spinnaker sailing let 

me know. It is a great sail to have 

if the wind is less than 15 knots. 

Call me if you want to go sailing 

925-283-0991.   

 

 

 

Admin. Report 
Lt/C Guy Schwartz, JN 

 

  PAN  PAN   

  PAN  PAN   

  PAN  PAN 
 

Hello All Stations. As I write this 

message there are only 17 more 

days until I have to make the final 

arrangements with the caterer for 

our holiday party. As of this date I 

do not have enough reservations to 

cover ½ of our minimum number 

required for our event. I hope we 

donôt have to pull the plug on this 

event. PLEASE get those reserva-

tions in to me soon! Thank you. 

 

 If you are looking for a 

good bargain check out you local 

West Marine store, they have the 

66th edition of ñChapman Piloting 

and Seamanshipò regular price is 

$59.95, till the end of the month it 

is ½ price, this is the brand new 

edition. 

 I was pleasantly surprised 

to learn that Charles F. Chapman 

was one of the founding fathers of 

USPS. Quoting form page 9,  Chap 

also used his knowledge elsewhere 

to further the cause of boating edu-

cation. In 1913 and 1914 he was 

one of ten men who first met at the 

Boston Yacht Club and later at the 

New York Yacht Club to form the 

United States Power Squadrons. 

He was for many years the chair-

man of the flag and etiquette com-

mittee and designed the USPS en-

sign. At various times, he was 

Treasurer, Vice Commander, and 

for two terms, Chief Commander. 

He administered the first national 

boating tests.  

 

USPS  

University  

 

Using VHF & VHF/DSC  
Marine Radio  

 

Using GPS 

How to Use a Chart  

Onboard Weather Fore-
casting 

Boat Handling under 
Power 

Sail Trim and Rig Tuning 

Paddle Smart 

Anchoring 

Marine RADAR  

Knots, Bends and 

Hitches 

 

    willhart@sbcglobal.net  

You can sign up now, at      

www.diablosquadron.org 

http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/vhf_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/vhf_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/gps_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/chart_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/wx_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/wx_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/boat_hand_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/boat_hand_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/sail_trim_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/paddlesmart_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/anchoring.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/radar_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/knots.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/knots.htm


                                                  

                 

 

Brave Duck at D.I.  

In stock, Boating Apparel 

Shirts, Hatõs, Sweatshirts 

Squadron Burgeeõs 

Baseball Hatõs ($15.) Blue and White 

One Hat Barely Used in Red ($5) 

Sweatshirts ($37.50) Blue, White, and Grey 

Polo Shirts ($35) Blue and White 

Earrings ($5), Plus DSPS Burgeeõs  

Contact: 

Jerry or Colleen Prola  

Your supply Officers 

510-339-3703  

 jrpckp@comcast.net  
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 FOR SALE: 

       Mercury 2 stroke 8hp outboard 

 motor recently professionally tuned up at 
The Point Marina. Motor is about 7 years old. 
Only used as shuttle for mother vessel about 

150 hrs.  PRICE REDUCED! 

Asking 700.00 dollars 

  Hal Morris 

 haltoyone@frontiernet.net 

 

Your FREE ad could be 

here.  

Send your classified ads, ar-

ticles, submissions,  com-

ments, or other input to  

      

meridianeditor@yahoo.com  

FREE ANCHOR 

One  large, galvanized, Danforth type anchor can 

be yours for the asking.    

It is in excellent condition, not used by me.  

It is recommend for boats 30 feet and up with a 

windlass or able bodied crew. 

 

I will deliver it to a USPS event or meeting, or 

you can get it at Oxbow Marina, slip C-7. 

Contact Bob Burget 

rburget@bobsipx.com    (510) 483 8450 



 

Page 6 

 

                  Hydraulic Hoses Made to Order In Just Minutes 

We stock a complete line of Marine Bellowsflex Hoses: 

Fuel Å Coolant Å Exhaust Å Bilge Pump 

Moss Rubber and Equipment Corp. 

Quality, Reliability, and Service for Over 40 Years. 

 

  So. San Francisco (650) 871-6566                               Benicia (707) 746-1600                                           www.mossrubber.com 

               1349 San Mateo Ave                                                            4315 Park Rd  

 
   

Phone: 707-745-2080 

Cell:     707-974-0643 

Fax:      707-745-6730 

E-mail: 
cjohnson@deltatechservice.com 

C ur t  Johnson  

President 

The Chemical Cleaning 

Company 

Corporate Offices: 

 397 West Channel Rd 

 Benicia, CA 94510 

Offices In: El Segundo, CA 

 Pasadena, TX 

 Gonzales, LA 
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Photos by  

Rich and  

Mary Holden  

 in Africa  


