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THE NEXT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING IS NOVEMBER 9  
      The meeting will be at 1900 at Guy Schwartzôs office,  Suite 100, 1575 Treat Blvd., Walnut Creek.  

For 25 years of Squadron mem-

bership, please congratulate: Ed-

ward Gibney, P/C Arnold 

Medalen, SN, P/C Ethel Ott, 

AP*, Robert Penzenstadler, AP 

and Robert Rapasky, AP. When 

I see you at the 13 December, 

Holiday Party , our next member 

event, Iôll be happy to make the 

award personally. 

 

We had a District event in Octo-

ber; it was the One-Day Fall Con-

ference at the Marin Squadronôs 

Kell Education Center in Novato 

on October 24. This is always an 

outstanding event; usually to learn 

about some new educational op-

portunities provided by National. 

If you didnôt get there this year, 

please consider it for next year. 

Iôm sure weôll hear more from our 

SEO in the next Meridian. 

 

Now, for a little Squadron busi-

ness. As we enter into autumn, we 

will need to select our leadership 

team for next year. For this, we 

need to select a nominating Com-

mittee in preparation for the elec-

tion of Bridge Officers for 2010. 

Even if youôre not yet ready to 

join the Bridge, we need your 

participation in finding those that 

are able to step up and become 

officers. If you are interested in 

serving your Squadron next year 

as an officer or on a committee, 

please let me or another member 

of the Bridge know of your inter-

est and we can talk about the vari-

ous positions at length. The 

positions that the nominating 

Committee will address are the 

Commander, as well as Execu-

tive, Administrative, and Edu-

cational Officers, Secretary and 

Treasurer. 

 

Also, we are now entering into 

the final stages of the Merit 

Mark process. This is the 

ñpaymentò that USPS provides 

for all our members who par-

ticipate in helping the Squadron 

to operate and become success-

ful. Our Bridge is busy doing 

this electronically this year, as 

we did last year. 

 

On a personal note: Iôll be gone 

part of November, to Africa. 

While ñOn Safariò weôll not be 

doing a lot of boating, but there 

will be some opportunities to 

observe the Okavango Delta by 

Mokoro, the local dugout ca-

noe. When I return, Iôll be even 

more knowledgeable to teach 

our PaddleSmart Seminar on 

Kayaks and Canoes.  

\Until then, òMasikatiò and 

ñGoeie middag.ò 

 
 
 

 
 

I hope youôve been able to get 

out on your boat in these last few 

weeks. This is the time of year 

that the Delta, in particular, can 

be very beautiful. Also, in the 

fall, wild fowl migrations can be 

spectacular. The weather has 

been beautiful with only 2 days 

of rain, so far. The lakes are fill-

ing, and I hope the Delta Smelt 

are happier with the increased 

run-off. 

 

If you didnôt attend our Oct din-

ner meeting, you missed a great 

presentation by our Own P/Stf/C 

Leonard Komor, JN* He told 

us, in no uncertain terms, why 

flying is ñfor the birdsò. 

I wanted to present some awards 

to our members too, but they 

couldnôt be in attendance during 

the meeting. 

So, drum roll please... 
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1. When a boat is cold molded, 

it is: 

A. built using layers of cross-

planked wood impregnated with 

epoxy 

B. built by assembling procured 

fiberglass components 

C. built in a plastic rotomold. 

D. cured with pure rocky moun-

tain spring water 

 

2. Loomed wiring refers to: 

A. wiring bundles encased in a 

protective sheath to prevent 

damage 

B. wiring supported along the 

inside of the hull every 6ó 

C. wiring supported along the 

inside of the hull every 4ó 

D. wire spun by 19th century 

weaving techniques. 

Education Report  

Lt/C Bill Hart,  AP  

 

Most people just want to hop into 

their boat, turn the key, and go. 

They donôt care how itôs built as 

long as it works, but the more you 

know about how these vessels are 

built, the better prepared youôll be 

when buying a boat, running it, 

and maintaining it. Think you 

know finer points of boatbuild-

ing?  Letôs find out. 

 

3. Backing plates are important for 

cleats because they: 

A. helps negate the shear load. 

B. evenly distributes the pulling 

load. 

C. gives the screws or through 

bolts better bite. 

D. All of the above 

 

4. When you hear a boatõs fuel tank 

is bedded in foam, you: 

A. know youõre getting a high qual-

ity build. 

B. ask whether itõs an aluminum or 

plastic tank. 

C. ask whether the tank is baffled 

or not 

D. run for the hills. 

 

Answers are on the next page... 

 

Also, sign up for our new 

Radar Seminar that will 

be held on December 2, 

2009 7:00pm At Dave 

Humphreyõs House.  Let 

me know if you are inter-

ested. 

 

willhart@sbcglobal.net  

SEAMANSHIP IS ONLINE      
Now you can take Seamanship on line at home. The Edu-

cation department is offering Seamanship on-line for those 

members who would like to take this first course in the  

Advanced Grades category.  It's easy. All you have to do is 

sign on to www. USPS.org,  then click on the Education 

Department home page. On the right hand side of the page, 

click on SEAMANSHIP ONLINE , and follow the easy 

directions. For questions, call George Duey or Bill Hart.  

http://USPS.org
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Be creative, try to find a place or 

activity that we havenôt been to or 

done in a long time. You donôt have 

to do the whole thing by yourself, 

call people you know in the squad-

ron for help. 

 

Bill Hart is working on putting to-

gether more classes, I know he is 

putting together a radar class for 

December. the space is very limited 

so if youôre interested contact him 

right away. 

 

Our friend George Duey is sched-

uling a surgery at this time that will 

keep him laid up for what we hope 

is a short period of time, at least 

with him being laid up the fish in 

the delta will get a chance to recu-

perate.  

 

Stephanie Arri is getting towards 

the end of a serious bout with West 

Nile. A lot of you were not aware 

of this, but our friend was a very 

sick lady for a while. Sheôs getting 

back to the point now that she can 

be Richards on board Admiral 

again.  

 

We do have a limited stock of the 

new burgeeôs available if you are 

interested. 

 

 

Executive Officerõs  

Report  

L/C Ron Glenn, S  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iôve been a bit out of touch with 

Squadron activities this past cou-

ple of months, seems like I canôt 

keep from banging up my body. 

My lovely spouse has laid the law 

down though that Iôve got to quit 

abusing myself. 

 

Please remember to get your reser-

vations in for the Holiday Brunch, 

as itôs always a good meal and a 

good time to meet up with friends 

that you havenôt seen in a while. 

 

I realize that its fall but Iôd like to 

hear from people about where they 

would like to cruise to next year. 

The Goeslinôs have volunteered to 

take over the Oxbow Cruise and 

Iôd like to hear from members that 

would like to step up and volunteer 

to put together additional cruises. 

Most of you know that reserva-

tions have to be made first thing at 

the beginning of each year. Some 

of the places that we have cruised 

to previously, Stockton Yacht 

Club, Hogback Island are favorites 

of many of you.  

Answers from previous page 

Question no. 1  

A. cold molding means more 

time and labor for the builder, 

which makes a boat much 

more expensive for you. But 

cold-molded boats are usually 

lighter and stronger and per-

form better than their fiber-

glass cousins. 

Question no. 2  

B. 

Question no. 3  

D. the best builders use pre-

tapped aluminum or steel 

backing plates laminated into 

the deck. Wood or polyboard 

backing plates can also do the 

job. 

Question no. 4  

D. fuel tanks buried in foam 

are muy peligroso. Why? One, 

you canõt inspect them for cor-

rosion or leaks. Two, a fuel 

tankõs expansion and contrac-

tion will cause it to separate 

from the foam over time, al-

lowing for fuel vapors or wa-

ter to seep into the cracks. 

Tanks are best secured with 

aluminum straps and set on  

nonabsorbent cushioning. 
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count by December 3. Thank you 

to Mr. and Mrs. Glenn for being 

the first reservation (Leonard and 

Jane were 2nd). 

 

At the Fall meeting I received lots 

of positive feedback about my 

ñBoating in your underwearò arti-

cle. Itôs nice to know some people 

are reading and even enjoying 

what I write, keep those com-

ments coming and thanks for 

reading. 

 

I was out sailing this Saturday for 

Fleet Week and saw all two min-

utes of the Blue Angels. Why all 

these boaters donôt use their boats 

the rest of the year I will never 

understand. I did learn something 

this weekend, while sailing out to 

the show this power boat zips by 

on my port side. I glance up and it 

says ñCalifornia Highway Patrolò 

I thought it was funny to see a 

Highway Patrol on the water. I 

wouldnôt even think that the 

Highway Patrol would have or 

need a boat. Maybe they should 

rename their boats to California 

High Seas Patrol 8-).  

 

There is plenty of good weather 

(except for last Tuesday deluge) 

for sailing, call me at (925) 283 

0991. 

 

 

Admin. Report 
Lt/C Guy Schwartz, JN 

 

   The Heroes Among Us  
 

Hello All Stations. If you missed 

the Fall Dinner meeting you 

missed a great meal and a great 

speaker. I thoroughly enjoyed 

hearing our own Leonard Ko-

morôs stories of flying missions 

during World War II. Iôm sure 

there are other heroes in our 

squadron with great stories. I 

found Leonardôs tale entertaining, 

scary at times and funny too. 

Unlike Capt. Sully, Leonard did 

not land a plane on the Hudson 

River. He had many more danger-

ous missions. Leonard on behalf of 

the squadron and myself and I 

want to thank you for being there 

for the United States. Who else 

would like to tell their story? It 

doesnôt have to be a war story. 

 

We donôt have a speaker lined up 

for our Holiday Party which will 

be held on December 13 at the 

Wedgewood Banquet Center in 

Pittsburg. If my memory serves 

me, I think the food there was 

pretty good. The announcement / 

sign up for the dinner should be in 

this issue of the Meridian. In case 

you havenôt noticed I lowered the 

price from last year (such a deal) 

although our cost has not gone 

down (recession special). We have 

a minimum tab that we need to 

meet and I would like to have a big 

turnout. If you havenôt been to one 

of our meal meetings this is a good 

value in addition to being fun and 

festive. Short on business and long 

on smoozing (socializing). Please 

send in your reservations, I have to 

give the Banquet center a final 

USPS  

University  

 

Using VHF & VHF/DSC  
Marine Radio  

 

Using GPS 

How to Use a Chart  

Onboard Weather Fore-
casting 

Boat Handling under 
Power 

Sail Trim and Rig Tuning 

Paddle Smart 

Anchoring 

Marine RADAR  

Knots, Bends and 

Hitches 

 

    willhart@sbcglobal.net  

You can sign up now, at      

www.diablosquadron.org 

http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/vhf_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/vhf_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/gps_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/chart_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/wx_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/wx_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/boat_hand_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/boat_hand_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/sail_trim_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/paddlesmart_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/anchoring.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/radar_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/knots.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/knots.htm


                                                  

                 

 

Brave Duck at D.I.  

In stock, Boating Apparel 

Shirts, Hatõs, Sweatshirts 

Squadron Burgeeõs 

Baseball Hatõs ($15.) Blue and White 

One Hat Barely Used in Red ($5) 

Sweatshirts ($37.50) Blue, White, and Grey 

Polo Shirts ($35) Blue and White 

Earrings ($5), Plus DSPS Burgeeõs  

Contact: 

Jerry or Colleen Prola  

Your supply Officers 

510-339-3703  

 jrpckp@comcast.net  

Page 5 

 

 FOR SALE: 

       Mercury 2 stroke 8hp outboard 

 motor recently professionally tuned up at 
The Point Marina. Motor is about 7 years old. 
Only used as shuttle for mother vessel about 

150 hrs.  PRICE REDUCED! 

Asking 700.00 dollars 

  Hal Morris 

 haltoyone@frontiernet.net 

 

Your FREE ad could be 

here.  

Send your classified ads, ar-

ticles, submissions,  com-

ments, or other input to  

      

meridianeditor@yahoo.com  

FREE ANCHOR 

One  large, galvanized, Danforth type anchor can 

be yours for the asking.    

It is in excellent condition, not used by me.  

It is recommend for boats 30 feet and up with a 

windlass or able bodied crew. 

 

I will deliver it to a USPS event or meeting, or 

you can get it at Oxbow Marina, slip C-7. 

Contact Bob Burget 

rburget@bobsipx.com    (510) 483 8450 
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                  Hydraulic Hoses Made to Order In Just Minutes 

We stock a complete line of Marine Bellowsflex Hoses: 

Fuel Å Coolant Å Exhaust Å Bilge Pump 

Moss Rubber and Equipment Corp. 

Quality, Reliability, and Service for Over 40 Years. 

 

  So. San Francisco (650) 871-6566                               Benicia (707) 746-1600                                           www.mossrubber.com 

               1349 San Mateo Ave                                                            4315 Park Rd  

 
   

Phone: 707-745-2080 

Cell:     707-974-0643 

Fax:      707-745-6730 

E-mail: 
cjohnson@deltatechservice.com 

C ur t  Johnson  

President 

The Chemical Cleaning 

Company 

Corporate Offices: 

 397 West Channel Rd 

 Benicia, CA 94510 

Offices In: El Segundo, CA 

 Pasadena, TX 

 Gonzales, LA 
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Fall Meeting and Dinner in Antioch 

òWhy Flying is  

For The Birdsó 
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New 50th Anniversary Burgees 


