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Well, I hope youôve been able to 

get out on your boat in the last 

few weeks; if not, we have an 

opportunity for you on Aug 15; 

read on and to learn more. 

Remember that comment from 

the last Meridian? Well, we had a 

great outing on August 15th, 

planned by Bob Knott with some 

help from Bill Hart. After the 

skipperôs meeting where Bob 

reacquainted us with all the rules 

heôd just made up and all the 

seemingly simple but confound-

ing tests he had in store, the day 

was filled with turning and drift-

ing and anchor- scope watching. I 

was able to be Bob Burgetôs crew 

and I learned a lot about the turn-

ing radius and other low speed 

performance parameters of his 

boat. Some of the 9 Challenges 

could have a winner, others were 

more skipper or boat tests that 

provided the skipper with valu-

able information for future use. 

The winner of the Speed Run 

calculation (and some other 

events) was Mark Galbraith. We 

also determined that sailboats 

with a single engine can turn in a 

VERY small circle. 

After a break to regroup and then 

have dinner, we held our mem-

bership meeting, which included 

a guest speaker, Tree Cham-

pagne. She gave us some insights 

about what it is like to sail/race 

single handed to Hawaii in the 

Single Handed Transpac (held 

every other year by the Single-

handed Sailing Society, or SSS, 

of San Francisco). She did say, in 

retrospect, she might have fin-

ished earlier if she had spent 

more time learning to maximize 

her boatôs speed by racing it for a 

while. She wasnôt motivated so 

much just to sail fast, but rather to 

get there earlier to be with her 

family whoôd arrived several days 

before she did. 

At our meeting, I shared several 

copies of old Rosters (1965, ô67. 

ô68, 74) and Meridians (from 

1961 to 1974). My Brother-In-

Law, Manny Gouveia, gave these 

to me last month, when I was 

visiting him in Colorado. Iôll 

share some of the Meridian con-

tent in a later article, but Bill Hart 

looked through the 1965 roster 

and found his father, Albert Hart 

(S), listed. He also found my fa-

ther, Albert Holden (S), listed. 

Quite a legacy going on here at 

Diablo! 

We also found out that Dick 

Spragens printed the Meridians at 

that time. No wonder he does 

such a great job as our proof 

reader! 

Our Officers gave reports which 

youôll see in the minutes and ex-

cerpts other places in this Merid-

ian. Our meeting concluded with 

budget approval; it shows a slight 

surplus for the year. 

Hereôs an excerpt from the 1960 

Meridian by our second Com-

mander, Stan Williams: ñThe 

USPS is a unique organization. 

With only a few social functions 

each year it devotes its maximum 

energy to education of others. All 

members are expected to partici-

pate to some extent in aiding our 

program of helping others as the 

Squadron has helped you. With 

everyone participating, the job 

per person is easy. The problem 

your officers and committee 

chairmen face is to determine 

what type of activity is most in-

teresting to each of the new mem-

bers. This problem is quite easily 

solved however if each of you 

will just make one phone call; to 

me or any officer/committee 

member and simply tell them 

what youôd most like to do.ò 

Seems like some things havenôt 

changed much since 1960; so, go 

ahead and make that call! 

I hope youôve gotten out on your 

(or someone elseôs) boat this 

summer. 
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THE NEXT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING IS AT 1900,  SEPT 13  
The meeting will be at Guy Schwartzôs office, located at Suite 100, 1575 Treat Blvd., Walnut Creek.  
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Executive Officers Report  

L/C Ron Glenn, S  

Well, another month has gone by. Where does time 

go? The Challenge Run went off quite well, I wasnôt 

able to attend but everyone that did had a great time. I 

want to thank Bob Knott for doing a great job. I hear 

Les may be getting demoted to first mate, it appears 

that Parallax has a new skipper in training. Appar-

ently Mary Lou Johnson has really honed her dock-

ing skills. 

Our guest speaker Tree Champagne gave an inter-

esting rendition of her experiences single handing it 

from SF to Hawaii, Iôm not sure I could have handled 

the isolation myself. 

By the time you are reading this we should know if 

USPS will have a booth at the Oakland Boat Show in 

September. 

We are finally placing the order for the 50th Anniver-

sary Burgeeôs, we had a sign-up at the dinner-meeting 

and by the time you read this we should have them in 

stock, contact Jerry and Colleen Prola if you wish 

to purchase one. 

The government is trying to increase the ethanol level 

in our fuel, if your boat has gasoline engines this 

should be of concern to you. It is proven that the high 

level of ethanol will affect some of the materials in 

your fuel system, for those of you with fiberglass fuel 

tanks pay particular attention as tests have shown that 

it will cause deterioration of the tanks. If you agree 

with our concern, contact your congress-person and 

express your concern. 

If you havenôt had your vessel inspected yet this year 

itôs not to late, Contact Hal Morris and he will ar-

range for an inspection. 

 

                                                             Boat Safely,     

                                                    

                                                                   Ron 

Cal Boating is saved  

Congratulations to all, we have saved the 

California Department of Boating and 

Waterways, affectionately known as Cal 

Boating. The department is included in 

the final budget which was hammered 

out after months of wrangling by the poli-

ticians in Sacramento. We can pat our-

selves on the back for having heeded the 

alarm put out by the Pacific Coast Yacht-

ing Association (PICYA), BoatUS and Rec-

reational Boaters of California (RBOC) 

who put out the alarm again and again 

when the life of Cal Boating was about to 

be snuffed out.  As your PICYA represen-

tative I want to especially thank those 

who acted on the many  alarms and made 

the good news happen.  

 

The department has shown itself to be a 

great friend of the boating public. It has 

supported this activity by improving our 

facilities on shore and on the water. 

Thanks to this department the pleasure 

of getting out on your boat has been 

greatly enhanced, and we should be 

thankful for that.  But the most important 

fact to come out of this affair is that we 

all realize, that when the boating commu-

nity gets behind an issue, it can make a 

difference.  So lets not let our guard 

down, there are powerful forces who 

would still like to see the Department 

eliminated. 

 

          Leonard A Komor, JN 

          Squadron PICYA Rep 
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Orders for the new 50th 

anniversary burgee were being 

taken at the dinner as well. The 

picture of the new burgee looks 

great and there are now two sizes 

to choose from. 

 

We have our next upcom-

ing dinner meeting set for Octo-

ber 3rd at the Antioch Adult cen-

ter. The New Mecca Café will be 

providing the food for us and 

their food is always good, so 

bring your appetites. I do need a 

little help, I would like to have 

another speaker at the event, and I 

would appreciate it if you would 

call or email me with a recom-

mendation. 

 

I have not been on my boat in two 

weeks and Iôm starting to have 

withdrawal symptoms, I will defi-

nitely get my sailing fix this 

weekend. If you want to get out 

on the bay, donôt be shy call me, 

you can practice your navigation 

skills. I have a very nice hand 

held compass on board. Letôs go 

sailing 925-283-0991 

 

 

Admin. Report 
Lt/C Guy Schwartz, JN 

We had a nice turnout for 

the Challenge Run Dinner. I want 

to give a big shout out to Bob 

Knott for taking the initiative with 

this event. Thank you Bob!  

 

If you were not at the dinner 

you missed a great presentation and 

Q & A with Tree Champagne, JN 

and SEO of the Redwood Squad-

ron. She sailed singlehanded from 

San Francisco to Kauai, Hawaii, 

2120 miles. She had a wonderful 

story to tell and answered all of our 

questions. I think the sailors in the 

group may have been a little more 

thrilled with her accomplishment 

than the non-sailors (just my opin-

ion). 

SEAMANSHIP IS ONLINE      
Now you can take Seamanship on line at home. The Educa-

tion department is offering Seamanship on-line for those 

members who would like to take this first course in the  Ad-

vanced Grades category.  It's easy. All you have to do is sign 

on to www. USPS.org,  then click on the Education Depart-

ment home page. On the right hand side of the page, click on 

SEAMANSHIP ONLINE , and follow the easy direc-

tions. For questions, call George Duey or Bill Hart.  

USPS  

University  

 
 

Using VHF & VHF/DSC  
Marine Radio  

 

Using GPS 

How to Use a Chart  

Onboard Weather 
Forecasting 

Boat Handling under 
Power 

Sail Trim and Rig Tun-
ing 

Paddle Smart 

Anchoring 

Marine RADAR 

Knots, Bends and 

Hitches 

You can sign up now, at      

www.diablosquadron.org 

http://USPS.org
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/vhf_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/vhf_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/gps_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/chart_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/wx_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/wx_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/boat_hand_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/boat_hand_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/sail_trim_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/sail_trim_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/paddlesmart_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/anchoring.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/radar_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/knots.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/knots.htm
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Education Report  

Lt/C Bill Hart, AP  

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are just weeks away from presenting, Americaôs 

Boating Course to the general public. Iôm still adjust-

ing the lesson plan a little, and I know Betty Dysart 

and Rich Holden are doing the same. I donôt think 

any teacher will ever be completely happy with their 

lesson plan. 

 

In this report Iôd like to talk about this yearôs Chal-

lenge Run, which was a great learning experience for 

all the participants. I had a great time on Ralph & 

Phyllis Priceôs boat, Quixotic. Ralph showed me how 

nice it was to have a commutation system that will let 

you talk to each other as if you were standing side by 

side. It was a wireless captain to crew hands free com-

mutation system called the TD902 cyber, which one 

can learn about at www.eartec.com. In my opinion itôs 

worth the money and your wife will love you for it. 

 

Now, getting back to the Challenge Run, we had nine 

different challenges to do. One was estimating anchor 

scope. We were given three different anchor scopes 

and had to estimate what each one was. Our estimate 

was close, but Iôd say we learned that in the future we 

now can come into an anchorage area, and have a 

heads up as to what anchor scope weôll need. Say for 

instance, youôre approaching your favorite spot to an-

chor, but this time when you arrived there are lots of 

boats already anchored. You look it over and it seems 

there is one spot you might fit into. At this point 

youôre going to ask your self a few questions. First, 

what is the speed and direction of the current? Second, 

is there anything beneath me? Third, what will my 

swing radius be? Fourth, what will the scope be? And 

fifth, how much anchor rode will I need? So, after go-

ing through this challenge I will always have a heads 

up as to the scope that will be  needed. 

As for the swing radius, which is the diameter the 

boat will cover when the tide changes, you can fig-

ure that out by simply adding the amount of an-

chor rode you will be using to the length of your 

boat. In doing so, you will always have enough 

room when your boat swings. Of course this is 

only a summary; there is a much more accurate 

way to do this which you can find at the website, 

www.sailingusa.info/sqinging_radius.htm. Here, 

you will find a formula you can use along with 

some other interesting things. Another challenge 

we had, was estimating speed over ground of an-

other boat, which would come in handy when you 

have just minutes to notify your crew to batten 

things down before a bigger boat overtakes you. 

 

One of the best challenges the participants had to 

do was docking in open water. Bob Knott built a 

floating dock made out of three quarter PVC pipe, 

which he borrowed from Mary, and then later re-

tuned. Everyone was successful whether they were 

docking forward or backward, but I got to hand it 

to Mary Lou Johnson because she docked their 

forty seven foot boat backwards and I believe for-

ward also, without any problems. You go girl 

In another challenge, we had to begin by facing 

directly into the wind and then turning our boats to 

port and then to starboard in order to see how long 

it took to go 360 degrees. Your crew member 

would estimate the circle diameter in feet. This is 

good to know if youôre in a tight spot, for example, 

docking at a marina. Another challenge was devia-

tion from the original axis. The object of this was 

to do it in such a way as to complete the rotation at 

the same GPS antenna location as the start point.  

 

Next was estimating RPMôs of your engines, 

which the boat driver must do by only using his or 

her human senses. We also did distance estima-

tions with no charts, radar, GPS, etc. from three 

different values. After we estimated our distance 

we check them with our tools to see how accurate 

we were. We also estimated current speeds by 

dropping a buoy into the water and estimating how 

fast it was going. In the last challenge we had to 

estimate the travel time from one buoy to another. 

You can check out each challenge, in the August 

issue of the Meridian. All in all, the Challenge 

Run was a huge success, thanks to Bob Knott. Iôm 

sure everyone had a wonderful time; I know I did! 

http://www.eartec.com/
http://www.sailingusa.info/sqinging_radius.htm


 

                                                 

                 

 

Brave Duck at D.I.  

In stock, Boating Apparel 

Shirts, Hatõs, Sweatshirts 

Squadron Burgeeõs 

Baseball Hatõs ($15.) Blue and White 

One Hat Barely Used in Red ($5) 

Sweatshirts ($37.50) Blue, White, and Grey 

Polo Shirts ($35) Blue and White 

Earrings ($5), Plus DSPS Burgeeõs  

Contact: 

Jerry or Colleen Prola  

Your supply Officers 

510-339-3703  

 jrpckp@comcast.net  
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 FOR SALE: 

       Mercury 2 stroke 8hp outboard 

 motor recently professionally tuned up at 
The Point Marina. Motor is about 7 years old. 
Only used as shuttle for mother vessel about 

150 hrs.   

Asking 800.00 dollars 

  Hal Morris 

 haltoyone@frontiernet.net 

 

Your FREE ad could be 

here.  

Send your classified ads, ar-

ticles, submissions,  com-

ments, or other input to  

      

meridianeditor@yahoo.com  

FREE ANCHOR 
 

One  large, galvanized, Danforth type anchor 

can be yours for the asking.    

It is in excellent condition, not used by me.  

It is recommend for boats 30 feet and up 

with a windlass or able bodied crew. 

I will deliver it to a USPS event or meeting, 

or you can get it at Oxbow Marina, slip C-7. 

Contact Bob Burget 

rburget@bobsipx.com    (510) 483 8450 
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                  Hydraulic Hoses Made to Order In Just Minutes 

We stock a complete line of Marine Bellowsflex Hoses: 

Fuel Å Coolant Å Exhaust Å Bilge Pump 

Moss Rubber and Equipment Corp. 

Quality, Reliability, and Service for Over 40 Years. 

 

  So. San Francisco (650) 871-6566                               Benicia (707) 746-1600                                           www.mossrubber.com 

               1349 San Mateo Ave                                                            4315 Park Rd  

 
   

Phone: 707-745-2080 

Cell:     707-974-0643 

Fax:      707-745-6730 

E-mail: 
cjohnson@deltatechservice.com 

C ur t  Johnson  

President 

The Chemical Cleaning 

Company 

Corporate Offices: 

 397 West Channel Rd 

 Benicia, CA 94510 

Offices In: El Segundo, CA 

 Pasadena, TX 

 Gonzales, LA 
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Diablo Sail and Power Squadron 

Fall Meeting 

Saturday October 3, 2009 
No Host bar opens at 1730, dinner 1830, meeting 1930 

Antioch Senior Center 

415 West Second St. 

Antioch, CA 

 

Dinner catered by 

New Mecca Café 
             

 Send Reservations to: 

Guy Schwartz 

146 Paseo Del Rio 

Moraga, CA 94556 

 

Your Name:________________ 

# Of people attending___@ $19.00 ea = ____ 
same price as last year, what a deal! 

 

Deadline is September 26th! 



 Page  8 DSPS CHALLENGE RUN/ DERBY/GYMKHANA 

Floating Dock 

Mary Lou 

Scope this out 

More pictures and other good things are available at  www.diablosquadron.org 


