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that elect to do this will 
become interested and 
want to join a squadron. 
And speaking of classes, 
there is a Piloting class 
starting on March 4th, if 
you are interested contact 
Bill Hart right away since 
materials on hand are lim-
ited. There is also a 
Weather class starting 
during the same time pe-
riod. 
 

Our PRO, Herb Lederman 
is working to increase our 
relationship with the Sea 
Scouts and Cadets. I an-
ticipate that we may be 
offering various classes to 
them also in the near fu-
ture. 
 

Sign-ups sheets for Ox-
Bow were handed out at 
the C.O.W. , you will find 
an attachment in this is-
sue of the Meridian. 
Berthing is limited again 
this year so get your reg-

istration in early. 
 

We continue to look for 
someone to fill the 
Admin. Officers position, 
if you feel you have the 
time to help please con-
tact me. The other Bridge 
members are willing to 
help with the position. 
 

Many of you received 
Merit Mark Awards at 
C.O.W., but were not 
there to receive them, 
watch your mail box as 
they are being mailed to 
you and you should have 
received them by the 
time this goes to print. 
 

Diabloôs Board meetings 
are being held in Benicia 
now at ; Delta Tech Ser-
vice Inc, 397 W. Channel 
Rd. 94510. I look forward 
to seeing you there. 
 

See You on the Water, 
                       Ron 
 

 

Well, the C.O.W. has come 
and gone, and I would like 
to thank all of you that at-
tended to add support to 
the incoming Bridge. 
 

As was announced at the 
C.O.W., National voted in 
Orlando to accept non-
members into our classes. 
Our hope is that the people 

 
 

Passing The Bar 

It is with deepest regrets that I must inform you of the passing of one of our members. Jennifer McKay has passed this 
past week, it seems as though I just reported to you that she was improving. The Lord works in mysterious ways and 
takes us when he needs us. Our heartfelt condolences go out to Richard and his family. 

Jennifer was always a cheerful and upbeat lady I personally never heard a negative word from her. We will miss her, 
as will everyone that has known her. 

Services for Jennifer are as follows: Viewing on Weds. Feb. 24
th
 at Bryantôs Funeral Home, 635 Fulton, San Francisco, 

starting at 3pm. Services will be held at Jones Methodist Church, 1975 Post St., San Francisco at 11 am Thursday 
Feb. 25

th
. She Will Be Missed. 
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formed me about the Global 

Maritime Distress and Safety 

System, (GMDSS). GMDSS 

is a world wide system man-

dated by the International 

Maritime Organization. This 

modest volume will intro-

duce you to the GMDSS, 

which constitutes a profound 

change in the way marine 

distress and safety messages 

are sent, received, and acted 

upon in the twenty-first cen-

tury.  

The bookôs primary objective 

is to help you understand the 

benefits of information-rich 

digital transmissions and to 

show you how to use these 

new systems, recognize their 

limitations, and interpret the 

penalties associated with 

misuse of GMDSS. What I 

liked most about this book is 

that it pointed out how to use 

your VHF radio and how to 

use Digital Selective Calling 

(DSC). It talked about Emer-

gency Position-indicating 

Radio Beacon or (EPIRB) 

Single-Sideband Marine Ra-

diotelephone (SSB) and the 

Automatic Identification 

System (AIS). I recommend 

this book for its easy reading 

and its wealth of informa-

tion.  

We also have a wonderful 

VHF-DSC Marine Radio 

Seminar that will help in-

form you about all the sys-

Education Report  

Lt/C Bill Hart,  AP  

A new year begins. I would 

like to thank Bill Long, Jim 

Brunelle, and Dave Beyer for 

continuing with the Educa-

tion Department. This is go-

ing to be a challenging year 

for our Squadron. We need to 

promote our Educational De-

partment, and make the pub-

lic aware of our incredible 

knowledge of boating Safety 

and our ability to teach both 

the beginner and professional 

in boating Education. There 

is always a need for any 

member who would like to 

work with the Education De-

partment. If you are at all in-

terested, please let me know 

willhart@sbcglobal.net 

 

Last week I finished a book 

called ñThe Boatownerôs 

Guide to GMDSS and Ma-

rine Radio.ò This book in-

tems within GMDSS. I would 

like to offer this seminar in the 

fall, so please let me know if 

you are interested. 
 

Upcoming Seminars  

(each one is being offered twice):  

 

1. Boat Handling:  
 

San Ramon: 

Time: 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

When: Thursday March11th 

Where: At 3160 Crow Canyon Rd. 

San Ramon 4th floor 

 

Antioch:  

Time: 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

When: Thursday April 8th 

Where: Antioch Adult Education 820 

W. 2nd St, 
 

 

2. Boat Trailing:  
 

San Ramon: 

When: Thursday April 22nd 

Where: 3160 Crow Canyon Rd. San 

Ramon 4th floor 

 

Antioch;  

Time; 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

When: Thursday April 29th 

Where: Antioch Adult Education 820 

W. 2nd St, 
 

3. GPS: 

 
San Ramon: 

Time: 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

When: Thursday May 6th 

Where: 3160 Crow Canyon Rd. San 

Ramon 4th floor 

 

Antioch:  

Time: 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

When: Thursday May13th 

Where: Antioch Adult Education 820 

W. 2nd St, 

mailto:willhart@sbcglobal.net
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page 2, and call or email one of 

our Vessel Safety Checkers. If we 

donôt buy into the program we cer-

tainly are not going to get non-

members to buy into the program. 

I just emailed Hal requesting my 

inspection, now it is your turn. 

 

According to the roster, we have 

an open position of Coast Guard 

Liaison, however checking with 

my newly minted February 2010 

Operations Manual that position 

has been renamed Squadron Liai-

son Officer (SLO). If you read 

page 7-2 it will give you the run-

down of the job. Who is willing to 

step up and assume the position? 

The job does not seem that taxing.  

 

While Iôm on subject of jobs, I 

want to give a ñThat a boyò to 

Herb Lederman our Public Rela-

tions Officer. If we are going to 

bring in some fresh/new blood to 

our squadron we need to step up 

our advertising and PR. Herb can-

not do this all by himself. So hope-

fully there are some others that can 

help. If we cannot find others to 

step up, then each one of us will 

need to do a little.  

 

Executive Officerõs  

Report  
Lt/C Guy Schwartz, JN 

This is my first Meridian submis-

sion as your Executive Officer. If 

you missed the Change of Watch 

this past weekend you missed a 

wonderful meal, a fabulous dessert 

chocolate truffle cake (loved it) 

and a great year in review slide 

show courtesy of Past (two tours 

of duty) Commander Robert Bur-

get. I thought that our now Past 

Commander Rich Holdenôs use of 

gift cards to West Marine for rec-

ognition to the Bridge and others 

in lieu of plaques was brilliant. 

There is always something you 

need or can use from West Marine. 

I my next life, if I get married, I 

want to have a gift registry at West 

Marine. 

 

Now that I am somewhat wearing 

a new hat I want to get a word in 

for our Vessel Safety Check Pro-

gram. If you have a boat, I want 

you to have a 2010 safety sticker 

on it. As a member it would be 

hypocritical if you didnôt. Now 

grab your 2009 roster, open it to  

 

 

Here is my plan, if you have a 

boat that you keep in the water or 

you belong to a yacht club take 

one our flyers and a piece of tape 

or a couple of thumb tacks and 

put up the notices about our semi-

nars and or classes that we offer 

at your yacht club or dock. Iôm 

not asking you to go out of your 

way or spend a great deal of time 

or money. Just print out the flyer 

and take it with you. I want to 

thank you in advance for your 

help, everyone will benefit with 

more hands on deck. 

 

Thanks for your help and remem-

ber if you want to go sailing, just 

give me a call, 925-283-0991. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS!  
In preparation for the new 2010 DSPS Membership Roster,  we need to know of any 

personal information changes you would like to see made in your listing.  No, we canõt make 

you a òJNó if you are actually a òPó Grade, but we can certainly correct your email address, 

cell phone number, vessel's name or berth location.  We have you covered on any Merit 

Mark earned in 2009, but on any other change; we need to hear from you. Take a look at 

your 2009 personal directory listing. If the present information looks fine, you need take no 

action. 

 

Prior to March 15th, mail or e-mail the update/modification(s) to Craig@McConnaughey.com 

Please, no phone call updates. 

mailto:Craig@McConnaughey.com
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Brave Duck at D.I.  

Boating Apparel is in stock 

Shirts, Hatõs, Sweatshirts 

DSPS Squadron Burgees with 

  gold 50th anniversary border! 

Baseball Hatõs ($15.) Blue and White 

One Hat Barely Used in Red ($5) 

Sweatshirts ($37.50) Blue, White, and Grey 

Polo Shirts ($35) Blue and White 

Earrings ($5),  

Contact: 

Jerry or Colleen Prola  

Your supply Officers 

510-339-3703  
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 FOR SALE: 

       Mercury 2 stroke 8hp outboard 

 motor recently professionally tuned up at 
The Point Marina. Motor is about 7 years old. 
Only used as shuttle for mother vessel about 

150 hrs.  PRICE REDUCED! 

Asking 700.00 dollars 

  Hal Morris haltoyone@frontiernet.net 

Your FREE ad could be here.  

Send your classified ads, articles, 

submissions,  comments,  

or other input to  

meridianeditor@yahoo.com  

One  large, galvanized, 

Danforth type anchor can 

be yours for the asking.    

It is in excellent unused 

condition., recommend for 

boats 30 feet and up with a 

windlass or able bodied 

crew. 

I will deliver it to a USPS 

event or meeting.   

Contact Bob Burget 

rburget@bobsipx.com    

(510) 483 8450 

FREE      ANCHOR 

FREE  
to a good home:  

 One Class A Ladies 

uniform and blazer,  

size Medium.  
Contact: Leonard Komor 

925-229-2582 
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                  Hydraulic Hoses Made to Order In Just Minutes 

We stock a complete line of Marine Bellowsflex Hoses: 

Fuel Å Coolant Å Exhaust Å Bilge Pump 

Moss Rubber and Equipment Corp. 

Quality, Reliability, and Service for Over 40 Years. 

 

  So. San Francisco (650) 871-6566                               Benicia (707) 746-1600                                           www.mossrubber.com 

               1349 San Mateo Ave                                                            4315 Park Rd  

 
   

Phone: 707-745-2080 

Cell:     707-974-0643 

Fax:      707-745-6730 

E-mail: 
cjohnson@deltatechservice.com 

C ur t  Johnson  

President 

The Chemical Cleaning 

Company 

Corporate Offices: 

 397 West Channel Rd 

 Benicia, CA 94510 

Offices In: El Segundo, CA 

 Pasadena, TX 

 Gonzales, LA 



 

Seafarer Regatta to be held March 27 in Martinez Page 7 

Sea Scouts are members of the international Scouting movement, with a particu-

lar emphasis on water-based activities, such as kayaking, canoeing, sailing, and 

rowing. Sea Scouting can be a program for all Scouts or just older Scouts. Sea 

Scouts provides a chance to sail, cruise on boats, learn navigation, learn how to 

work on engines.  

 

Nestled in the small community of Martinez California, is home of the Albatross Sea Scout 

ship and the Sea Scout's base. Here, teenagers and adults learn nautical skills while develop-

ing good character in an advanced setting. And the Sea Scout Ship Albatross provides that 

advanced setting. Just see the web site, http://www.myspace.com/sssalbatros  

to find out how you or your youth can participate in this wonderful experience. 

 March 27 marks the 13th annual Seafarerôs Regatta, located in Martinez, at the Albatross 

base. It is there that the Scouts are able to participate in Ring Buoy, an event that exercises 

the ability to toss a life ring to a helpless person in the water and Dingy Race. The Dingy 

Race is an event where teams of two are assembled from each ship. Each team then pro-

ceeds, to the best of their ability, to row across the pond, go around a buoy, and come back. 

When the boat makes the turn to come back, the passengers must switch positions, quickly 

and safely. This proves to be far more difficult than it seems. The small boat yields a very 

small amount of maneuvering room, especially for two tall teenagers.  
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February 13, 2010  


