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It is common knowledge that our real es-

tate prices are high (perhaps not as high as 

they were). Like everything in life, where 

you live is a cost benefit analysis. I had to 

miss the general meeting on Aug 13th to 

take my daughter (the Admiral in training) 

to college. Her school of choice is Louisi-

ana State University. Therefore, we were 

in Baton Rouge. There are two words that 

I could use to describe Baton Rouge in the 

summer, hot and humid. It is not fit for 

man or beast, it is only fit for college stu-

dents. Every time I walked out of an air 

conditioned building it was a shock to my 

body. You can complain about many 

things in California, but you cannot com-

plain about our climate. 

 

My understanding is that the meeting 

went very well and our Executive Officer 

Hal Morris did a fine job (thanks for tak-

 

ing the helm for me, Hal). I also heard 

that the budget passed, BRAVO! I hope 

that everyone enjoyed the meeting and 

I also want to give a nod to our Admin-

istrative Officer Marta Van Loan for 

organizing this event, thank you Marta 

for all you do. 

 

I hope you can make it to our next 

Bridge Meeting on September 1. Two 

of our members Richard J. Kerbavaz 

and Gary Smith are both going to re-

ceive their 25 year membership pins. I 

hope someday to get a 25 year pin too. 

 

Have you been out on your boat enjoy-

ing our beautiful climate, or perhaps 

havenôt taken the boat out for lack of 

crew? Let me know. I am thinking 

about starting a new section in the Me-

ridian ñLooking for Crewò or ñLooking 

to go Boatingò. What do you think 

about this? 

 

See you at the meeting. Go tigers! 
See ads on page 8 

Our next Executive Board Meeting is at 1730,  September 1,  at 225 

North Court , Martinez, CA , home of the Sea Scouts ship Albatross  
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GREETINGS 

FROM THE  

EXECUTIVE  

OFFICERôS DESK 

                     

 

 

In the past I have tried to inform you of the workings of the 

executive department This month, I am going to make a 

small change by giving a safety report from your squadron 

safety officer. 

In the August/September issue of BOATUS magazine there 

is a very good article on CO detectors. If you either didn't 

read the article or do not receive BOATUS magazine, I am 

going to reprint a very interesting part of the article  (I have 

the magazineôs permission to reprint this article). 

I hope you will find it very informative and will think 

strongly about CO detectors on your vessel. 

Thank You.   Hal Morris,   Safety Officer 

 

 Iƻǿ aǳŎƘ /h Lǎ ¢ƻƻ aǳŎƘΚ 
 όLƴ tŀǊǘǎ tŜǊ aƛƭƭƛƻƴ όttaύύ 
  /h /ƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǊŎŜ 
  DŀǎƻƭƛƴŜ 9ƴƎƛƴŜ млΣллл - мллΣллл tta 
  5ƛŜǎŜƭ 9ƴƎƛƴŜ мΣллл tta 
 

  {ƭƛƎƘǘ ƘŜŀŘŀŎƘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘƻǳǊǎΦ 
  нлл tta 
  CǊƻƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀŘŀŎƘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎΦ 
  плл tta 
  5ƛȊȊƛƴŜǎǎΣ ƴŀǳǎŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾǳƭǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ пр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ  
  LƴǎŜƴǎƛōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎΦ 
  улл tta 
  IŜŀŘŀŎƘŜΦ 5ƛȊȊƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǳǎŜŀ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ нл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ  
  5ŜŀǘƘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ол ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ 
  мΣслл tta 
  IŜŀŘŀŎƘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛȊȊƛƴŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŬǾŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ  
  5ŜŀǘƘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ол ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ 
  оΣнлл tta 
  IŜŀŘŀŎƘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛȊȊƛƴŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ  
  5ŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ 
  сΣплл tta 
  5ŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ 
  мнΣулл tta 

Executive Report  
Lt/C Hal 

 

 

 

 

Purchasing and Installing a  

Carbon Monoxide Detector 
Carbon monoxide is a colorless and odorless gas 

and can come into your boat in countless ways. The 

BoatU.S. Marine Insurance claims files detail many 

deaths from CO poisoning, even on boats that 

werenôt running the engine or generator. Whether 

wind direction, the ñstation wagon effect,ò a leaky 

exhaust fitting, or a neighboring boat is responsi-

ble, the bottom line is, the only way to know itôs 

there is if you have a CO detector aboard.  

Most gas-powered, or gas generatorequipped boats 

built after 1998 that have enclosed quarters have 

CO detectors factory installed. If your boat has one, 

great, make sure itôs properly maintained and in 

working condition, they last about five years. If you 

donôt have one aboard, purchase and install one.  

CO detectors for your boat are quite different than 

the detectors you can pick up for your house, pri-

marily because of the sensitivity of the units, and 

how theyôre constructed. Boats are far more con-

fined than houses, and consequently need a differ-

ent level of sensitivity. Installing a household unit 

in your boat will most likely lead to many, many 

false alarms. Also, household units simply arenôt 

designed for the marine environment. Thatôs why 

you need to buy a unit thatôs approved by Under-

writerôs Laboratories for ñmarine useò.  

CO has about the same weight as oxygen and it 

tends to spread evenly throughout an area, so 

thereôs no height installation thatôs more beneficial 

than another. Itôs better to avoid placing a unit next 

to a window, door, or hatch ð any opening that 

can let in oxygen and distort the readings. Sleeping 

and enclosed areas are good places for a detector, 

and they should be mounted for easy monitoring.  

The effects of CO are cumulative. It can be hours, 

or even days before CO levels in your blood stream 

reach a critical level. This is true even if the person 

breathes fresh air periodically; the CO remains in 

the bloodstream. How quickly the CO builds up 

depends on the concentration of the gas inhaled and 

the duration of the exposure. The half-life of CO is 

approximately five hours, which means that it takes 

five hours for the level of CO in the blood to drop 

to half its level when exposure was terminated. 
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AHOY DSPS Members: 
Just last month we had our annual August general 
membership meeting at the Solano Yacht Club. 
While we didnôt have a cruise-in with Saturday af-
ternoon activities, the BBQ dinner was good ï great 
ribs!! I even heard from those that had chicken that 
the chicken was tasty too. We did have an interest-
ing program from the Marin Sailing School Program 
for Blind Sailors. If you missed the event, check out 
this web link for some footage from a documentary 
thatôs being made about the Program for Blind Sail-
ors. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXleskr-4Nw 
 
The program is a non-profit organization and if you 
would like to make a contribution checks can be 
sent to the following:  
 
Marin Link / MSS Blind Sailors 
5800 Northgate Mall, Suite 250 
San Rafael, CA 94903-3631 
 
This week the group is at the National Blind Sailing 

Championship in Newport, Rhode Island. In 2012 

the National Blind Sailing Championship will be 

ñhostedò by the Marin Sailing School, so, perhaps 

there is an opportunity there for DSPS to help out. 

Expect to read more about it as the year progresses. 

Mark your calendar for upcoming events for the 

general membership include: 
 
  Joint meeting with Dos Rios Yacht Club, Satur-
day evening, October 29th in Antioch 
 
 Holiday Crab Feed, Saturday evening, December 
10th, Delta View Golf Course, Pittsburgh. 
 
We continue to have trouble securing consistent 

space for our education classes and seminars and, 

therefore, have not offered the selection of classes 

and seminars as in the past years. One option that I 

am exploring is the possibility of an affiliate mem-

bership with one of the local yacht clubs. More news 

on that front in the next newsletter.       -   Marta 

Administrative Report  
Lt/C Marta Van Loan , P 

Education Report  

Lt/C Bill Hart, AP*  
 

Last month we had one of the best seminars to 

date, which was the Paddle Smart seminar. What 

made it so great was the fact that it was offered in a 

different way. We had the usual class room format 

held at the Martinez Sea Scout Ship Albatross, but 

this time the Paddle Smart Seminar also included 

on-water training. Both the in-class and on-water 

training were instructed by Rich Holden. The Edu-

cation Department will try to make future seminars 

include both classroom and on-water experiences. I 

want to thank Rich Holden and Marta Van Loan for 

their efforts in helping to provide a great seminar! 

 

In the coming months, the Education Depart-

ment will be organizing the next Americaôs Boating 

Course, which will be held sometime in October. 

Weôre also working on presenting the following 

seminars: GPS, Radar, VHF VHF/DSC Marine Ra-

dio and How to Read a Chart. 

                                               Happy boating! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXleskr-4Nw
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Danette Davis (director of Marin Sailing School's Program for the Blind) 
Philip Kum,  blind sailor (team mainsheet trimmer, San Francisco)  

Al Spector (team tactician and owner Marin Sailing School, Sausalito)  

Hal  Morris and Patty Kaul prepare for the meeting                                    Marta Van Loan presents a Certificate of Appreciation 

Ron Glenn gets the Knott Hole trophy                                                                                    Ralph Price takes the door prize 

Ethel Ott, Ralph Price, Melinda Goselin, Geoff Goeslin in the social hour 

Membership  

Meeting,  

 

Solano Yacht 

Club,   

   

August 2011 


