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WOW, what a 

wonderful Crab 

Fest we had last 

night. We all 

need to thank our 

wonderful, ex-

traordinary, Ad-

min Officer, the 

Super Duper 

Marta Van 

Loan. She de-

serves a standing 

ovation for the 

wonderful job she did last night. If you missed the 

event, she did get a well deserved standing ova-

tion. Admiral Stacey is a crab maven (sometimes 

just a little crabby too) who raved about the taste 

and quality of the crab. We ate so much crab last 

night that I woke up with two claws replacing my 

hands; do you know how difficult it is to type this 

with claws in lieu of fingers? It was a great event 

and if you missed it, there may be another chance 

next year. We will leave that for the next com-

mander to decide. Overall I am going to rate the 

dinner a 10! 

Speaking of the next commander our Meridian 

editor Bob Burget gave me an incentive to get my 

article in early or at least on time. We need to an-

nounce the slate of new officer in this issue of the 

Meridian in order for me to be relieved of my 

watch. So here I am typing away to honor my 

commitment. 

As I mentioned last night, before I hand over the 

helm to our next commander, we are going to be 

singing again at our next Change of Watch. This 

time there will be two songs, one will definitely be 

ñSitting on the dock of the bayò and there will be 

another that I want to surprise you with. No one 

will have an excuse not to be able to sing this time 

I am printing the words on ledger size paper which 

is 11 x 17 inches or if you prefer metric 279mm x 

432mm. I will be using a super large font so that 

 

no one will need to put on their glasses. 

If you have not been able to attend many of our 

events, please, PLEASE attend the Change of 

Watch on February 11th 2012. The price is 

reasonable and it will be at a new venue for us. 

Here is a deal that you cannot refuse , if you 

come up to me at the Change of Watch and ask 

me, ñWhat is your primary objective?ò I will 

answer, ñDonôt hit anythingò and I will buy you 

a drink of your choice. What a deal! 

If you are wondering where this weird question 

comes from, it comes from the change of watch 

routine that I use on Seamoor. When a new 

helmsperson comes on duty the first question to 

the existing helmsperson is, ñWhat is your tar-

get?ò Sailing in the bay we use a land target. I 

know some of you are thinking, why not use a 

compass course? Remember these folks are 

green newbies and donôt know anything. 

(Think KISS. When you come out for a sail, I 

will give you a compass heading). The helms-

person tells them the target and the new person 

then states, ñIôve got the helm.ò  The current 

watch stander then asks, ñWhat is your primary 

objective?ò If the answer is ñDO NOT HIT 

ANYTHINGò, the current watch stander says, 

ñYou have the helmò, releases their hands and 

goes off watch. 

If you enjoyed my time at the helm, come and 

celebrate it at the COW. If you did not enjoy 

my time at the helm, then come and celebrate 

that you are done with me. Either way, please 

come to this event. DO NOT LET TRANS-

PORTATION OR FINACIAL ISSUES 

STAND IN THE WAY of your attending. Just 

contact me  and I will make it happen for you. 

There is no meeting in January, there is no 

meeting in January, and did I mention there is 

no meeting in January? 

Thank you! Questions, comments, critique, 

Our next meeting is the Change of  Watch, at 1800 on  

February 11, at Bridge Marina Yacht Club, Antioch, CA  
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GREETINGS FROM 

THE  

EXECUTIVE  

OFFICERôS DESK 

                     

 

If you did not attend our first annual crab feed, you 

certainly missed a great evening, with lots of food and 

lots of laughter. I am sure you will hear more about 

the evening from the Commander and the person that 

did an outstanding job setting it all up, our illustrious 

Administrative  Officer Marta Van Loan. 

December is here and I know if you are like me you 

are very busy preparing for the holidays, but please 

take the time to read your latest copy of the Meridian 

and down load the reservation form for the Change of 

Watch, February 11, 2012. Your bridge, both out-

going and incoming, have prepared a very interesting 

program that I am sure will be remembered for quite 

some time. You do not want to miss this. Just the loca-

tion itself is wonderful. Bridge Marina Yacht Club is 

right on the San Joaquin River with a view of the Anti-

och bridge. 

So let me close with wishing everyone a Merry Christ-

mas, and a very happy and prosperous New Year. 

Your Executive officer,  

                                          Hal Morris 

Membership Alert 

Please check your information in the 2011 ros-

ter and if there are any corrections please send 

them to our roster chairman, Mark Zeserson, at 

afterfifty@sbcglobal.net  

He would like this as soon as possible so he 

can have the 2012 roster out for Change Of 

Watch in February. 

               Thank You,   Hal Morris 

Executive Report  
Lt/C Hal Morris, P  

 

  
 

 

Administrative Report  
Lt/C Marta Van Loan , P 
 

AHOY Diablo Members: 

It was just a week ago ï last Saturday night ï we 

had our holiday meeting. While it was at the same 

place for the last several years, Pittsburg Golf Club, 

we did try something new ï a crab feed. Several of 

you have given me comments on the event; thank 

you for your input. Your thoughts and comments 

will be helpful to the Bridge when we meet in early 

January  to discuss events for 2012. If a crab feed 

remains on the schedule, Iôll do my best to book 

Capt. Bob early. 

 

Speaking of doing something different, this yearôs 

Change of Watch will be held at the Bridge Marina 

Yacht Club. Itôs a beautiful setting right on the wa-

ter at the foot of the Antioch Bridge. The reserva-

tion form is included in this newsletter ï there are 2 

choices for dinner: prime rib or salmon. Get those 

reservations in early. 

 

The Bridge will meet early in January to set the 

2012 schedule of activities. So, speak up now and 

let the Bridge know what activities you want. 

 

Also in the last issue of the Meridian is a schedule 

of  Winter ï Spring education classes. The educa-

tion department has put together a schedule that 

will allow the completion on the Inland Navigator 

certificate. Do check out the educational opportuni-

ties. 

 

My warmest wishes to all of you for a joyous holi-

day season. 
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Diablo Sail and 

Power Squadron 

Meeting and 

Crab Dinner  

December, 2011  
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OF 

Bridge Marina Yacht Club  

 
FOR Map & Directions      

 

http://www.bridgemarinayachtclub.com/new_map.html  

1800 �² Social Hour  

1900 �² Dinner  

2000 �² Change of Watch  

 

 

Green Salad & Dinner Roll with Butter 

Prime Rib or  Salmon, Mashed Potato, Steamed Vegetables, Dessert, Coffee 

====================================================== 

Send to: Marta Van Loan 930 W. Arlington Street, Martinez, CA 94553 

 

Name(s):______________________________________________________ 
 

_________ # Prime Rib ___________ # Salmon 

 

 

$30/ person Total Paid: ___________ 

 


